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New Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison is a man “obsessed p 
by fear of assassination 7 ' by the same forces within the U.S. government 
that he says murdered President John F. Kennedy. 

The controversial DA has surrounded himself with bodyguards, 
used public funds in search of national fame, and become completely “it- 
rational” on the subject of the JFK assassination. 

These arc among the charges hurled at Garrison by Charles JL Ward, 
his former chief assistant, who resigned in June to oppose his old boss for 
the DA *s job. 

“Garrison was in constant fear of assassination from the time he started 
the Clay Shaw investigation in 1966 until I left the DA’s office,” Ward said. Y 
‘Tie was convinced that the Central Intelligence Agency was out to get him.” 

Ward accused Garrison of being so preoccupied with prosecuting Shaw i 
as a partner in an alleged federal conspiracy to kill JFK, and with his own 
fears of assassination* that he neglected a mounting New Orleans crime problem. 
“Garrison used the D.Vs of- 
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GARRISON'S ACCUSER 
Charles R. Ward 


f ice to gain worldwide pub- 
licity for himself,” Ward said. 
“During the Shaw investiga- 
tion, he used every investiga- 
tor in the office and eight" of 
the 22 assistant DAs. The of- 
fice was stripped bare of prose- 
cutors, 

"it was at this time that Now 
Orleans gained The distinction 
c-f being the murder capital of 
the LLS,, and gambling, nar- 
cotics and prostitution were 
also ru n n \ n g r « m [ >a n t . 

_ “Gan iron prostituted his of- 
fice for his own personal gain.” 

^ Ward claimed that, during the Clay 
Shaw trial last spring. Garrison ask- 
ed an associate lo obtain a bullet-proof 
vest for his use. and even priced a 
hi diet- proof car costing S 12,500. 

“Hr was so bedeviled with fear of 
assassination during the trial that he 
moved constantly from one hotel room 
f a> another, had special locks and peep- 
holes installed, and was attended at 
all times by two bodyguards,” Ward 
said. 

He added that bodyguards still am 
c rwp pay Garrison v.‘?u j r<:ver ftg goes 
a -.id that he keeps police and investi- 
gators from the DA’s office staked out 
<d his home. 

i 1 1 an ex cl u si v e l n ter v i e w w i th Th e 
it-NQUIRER on September 14 — bis 
i-rst interview since the Shaw trial — 
Garrison charged that the JFK as- 
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ments of the U.S. government and 
“accomplished” by the CIA. 

Garrison claimed that an s indus- 
trial-military complex” ivantcd Presi- 
dent Kennedy out of the way because 


yond belief that any responsi- 
ble prosecutor would go into , 
court with such a flimsy ease * 
as he appeared to have, 

“But ail my misgivings re- 


they feared he would end the cold war,- 1 turned during the trial and I 


realized the ease was as flimsy 
as it looked. 

“Its collapse was inevitable.” 

’Yard also accused Garrison of di- 
, verting money received in forfeited 
'bail bonds to finance the long invest!- 


Ward said that he tried from the 
first to talk Garrison out of prose- 
cuting Shaw, & wealthy New Orleans 
businessman, because there was no 
evidence to implicate him in any as- 
sassination conspiracy. 

“Garrison brushed me off." Ward 1 6 RtloR *Ke alleged conspiracy, 
said. “I told hire that I wanted no! At one' point, he said, the DA was 

part of me assassination probe cmd| l ' iSin 5 11 of S )er month re- 

pressed him to abandon it But he was A e p? a lr om three bonding companies 
adamant, called me, derisively. The his probe. 

undertaker/ and said he had enough !! Y/arti claimed that Garrison used 
evidence to convict Shaw before 12: police officers assigned as invest!- 

of his own relatives. 1 1 gators to the UA's office as his “per- 

“Ho was so giib and convincing that! send servants.” 

- - — .I finally came to believe he must/ “He has two chauffeurs, one for the 

summation was “sponsored” by ele-Aknow something X didn't It was be- laytime to drive him to the New Or- 

■ ' " ’ to ans Athletic Club, 

and one for the night- 
time, to drive him to 
the French Quarter 
(New Orleans’ notor- 
ious nightclub area). 

"Other members of 
the investigative staff 
are used for messen- 
gers and to deliver 
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JUBILANT Clay Shaw holds newspaper with headline 
; showing the disposition of his conspiracy trial, ^ 



TERJtl Fi£D: According to Ward, DA J inn 
Garrison has been in constant fear of 
assassination since he started the Cloy 
Shaw investigation. 

Garrison’s press releases, 15 
Ward is campaigning; for the Novem- 
ber 3 elections on a platform of fight- 
ing crime, vice and pornography, and 
returning the DA'a office l to the peo- 
pled' Ward, 37, had been an assistant 
'DA for seven years. 

Garrison is hoping the election re- 
sults will help erase the black eye no 
suffered when Shaw was acquitted 
after a trial that became almost a 
farce for lack of concrete evidence. 

The embattlkj BA, if he is reelected, 
will undoubtedly. .'continue with his in- 
! vestigation and with me prosecution vi % 

: Shaw on charges of perjury growing 
out of last spring’s trial. 

lie still maintains that '‘Lee Harvey i 
Oswald was just a patsy who never 
fired a shot. 5 ' p 

“Garrison has confided to friends 
that he believes his reelection wilt vin- 
dicate his taetjes in the Shaw case,” 
Ward said, ; f. s . 
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